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your
impact

You Have the Power to Transform Our World
Certainly, this year — 2020 — will go down in history as the year when our entire world
began a global sea change! At Womanspace, where one of our four essential values
is “transforming our world,” we have been uniquely challenged to make good on that
value. We look with new eyes at things we formerly took for granted: our health, time
spent with friends and family, the ways we worship, shop, entertain, and the many ways
we learn. What is community when members are physically distanced from one another?
How do we keep our bonds strong?
As one of the oldest non-profits in Rockford, Womanspace is meeting these challenges
and remains an outstanding place to learn and grow artistically, educationally and
spiritually. Womanspace has undergone internal challenges, to be sure, including
a recent transition in board leadership. An interim board is now enthusiastically
moving forward, devising new and creative ways of strengthening and building
our community. For now, Womanspace programs are focused on smaller group
experiences, virtual learning and home-based classes. Technology such as Zoom is
allowing us to serve our local membership and to expand beyond our immediate
Rockford community, with class and workshop instructors from different parts of the
country. Local Rockford Womanspace members can and do now regularly interact
with participants and partners around the world!
We invite you to read more in these pages about the innovative, nurturing, generous
and cooperative work that Womanspace engages in within Rockford and around the
world. We invite you to be part of these initiatives by supporting Womanspace with a
generous financial gift. With your help, we will emerge from this time of pandemic as a
stronger and even more vibrant organization than before.
One thing we promise: your gift will have a magnified impact when you invest your
dollars and your trust in Womanspace.
Sincerely,

Elaine Hirschenberger
Executive Director

Pat Bonavia
Board President		
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Page 1 & 2:
Whether it was virtually,
outdoors or in the Anjali
Pavilion, many of our classes
still took place this summer.

Learning & Creating on the Fly
The early days of the COVID-19 crisis tested Womanspace’s
adaptability far beyond what we had ever envisioned for this
organization. The “Covid shove” caused us to be more nimble,
resilient and creative, to invent solutions on the fly; to respond
to up front needs while observing social distancing. For an
organization like Womanspace whose core values are connecting,
empowering, creating and transforming our world, we have had
to invent new ways of living those values while broadening the
perspectives of our own members and others.
So, what changed?
Prior to the crisis, Womanspace had begun to explore offering
some classes via Zoom. There seemed to be no rush so we had (of
course) been taking our sweet time with those plans. In mid-March,
though, it became obvious that it was time to stop planning and
start implementing. In the early days of lockdown, we experimented
with staff meetings online and became more proficient at the
process ourselves. We reached out to some of our older members
(particularly those without younger family members close by) with
individualized tutorials. We helped members move beyond their
(dis)comfort level to become proficient Zoomers! The sense of real
empowerment allowed for some positivity amidst the early weeks of
fear and depression.
As comfortability with technology has grown, so have the
opportunities for connection. We have learned that online
programming breaks geographic boundaries and opens new
opportunities to grow our impact exponentially. We can now
reach women across the globe as easily as we can talk to our
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friends across the street. An example: last week’s meditation class
had participants from Rockford, Rockton, DeKalb, Houston TX,
and Mumbai India. Members who live part time in Florida can
take part in Bookwoman or environmental programs offered in
Rockford. Dream Circle classes are taught by Jean Kathryn from
California. Sakshee and Shivani are two of our marketing interns,
posting Womanspace offerings in the media from their homes
in India. No longer bound by geographic area, we are creating
programs meant to reach women across the globe, giving them
tools to enhance their creativity, maximize their health, develop as
individuals and as community leaders, and have a greater impact
on shaping a more equitable and harmonious world.
While the pandemic has opened our incredible potential to widen
our impact virtually, it has also reinforced the value of what we
do by physically bringing women together locally to share in lifeenhancing programming. For many individuals, the pandemic has
created a social media fatigue. Despite people’s proficiency with
the online world, there is a great craving for real human interaction
and the importance of “real world” relationships. Womanspace
has always valued bringing women together to connect deeply
and create lasting friendships that help all of us to lead more
purposeful lives. We are confident that when gathering in groups
becomes safe again, people will again relish the intrinsic value
of community. There will be even more potential for us to reach
women of all ages and backgrounds to bring them together into
a space that cultivates growth, inspires community service, and
fosters a life of creativity, purpose and connection.

A Spiritual Experience

During the course of the pandemic, nothing has brought more
solace than the tranquil beauty of nature, undisturbed by the
uncertainty of this bizarre time. The Womanspace garden has
been a place of calm amongst the storm for our community,
bringing serenity and peace. More guests than ever before have
sought refuge on our grounds this year.
Anne Godin and Sherri Crawford, both members of the Grounds
Committee since 2000, have now collectively spent more than
800 hours since the onset of the pandemic working to keep the
grounds pristine. Anne said that the garden helps Womanspace
fulfill our mission by offering, “nurturing, contemplation
and meditation” as well as an opportunity to spend
time with yourself and enjoy beauty. Sherri agreed,
adding that experiencing the garden is truly “deeply
spiritual.” While they have worked tirelessly to keep
the grounds beautiful for the public to enjoy, they
emphasized how it has been beneficial for them
— their hours of volunteer work have been both
therapeutic and calming, keeping them physically fit
and mentally centered during this tumultuous time.

Anne Godin & Sherri Crawford
captured in one second of the
800 hours spent in the gardens!

For a while, I have been part of a group of four women who meet
monthly to share our lives, inspirations and anything else that
comes up. We are all Womanspace members and find that bond
to be especially meaningful.

Clockwise from upper left:
Linda Wellens, Melody Pearson,
Ila Adam and Una Ryan.

Safety
Tranquility,
& Friendship

Back in March of this year when the coronavirus reality started
affecting our community, we chose not to meet for several months.
Three of us live alone and are retired or were unable to work
during that time. The solitude was depressing and prolonged.
We kept in touch by phone, but it was so unfulfilling. Then, one of
us had the idea of meeting on the patio at Womanspace! It was
Spring; the gardens were blooming, the sky was blue, the birds
sang or cawed, and being outside with masks was safe!
What a gift we gave ourselves. We went from meeting monthly to
meeting weekly. We often saw others with whom we visited or not,
but it was special to see others also savoring the beauty and peace
of our shared haven. When we realized that three of us were
eating all our meals alone, we ordered delivery from a local
restaurant and had a joyful supper together in the pavilion
one summer evening. It felt like a sacred breaking-ofbread together after so many solitary meals.
This is what Womanspace meant to the four of us. And
it literally saved our sanity on some days while filling us
up with peace, friendship, nature and beauty — plus a
good dose of laughter! Thanks to all the members
and donors that made these days possible. We are still
meeting — although our outerwear is now a little thicker!
— Melody Pearson
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A Landmark Celebration
Honoring Women!
On October 31, The Women’s Suffrage Centennial 2020 (WSC2020)
Steering Committee unveiled Rockford’s first public art
installation, the Women’s Centennial Sculpture. The piece
(15’ tall on a 10’ wide base) is located on the riverfront of the
Rockford YMCA, next to the Log Lodge. It is dedicated to women
and celebrates passage of the 19th amendment. This project
was undertaken by a coalition of civic and women’s advocacy
organizations. Of those groups, Womanspace took the
lead for design and creation of the piece.
The sculpture design includes a three-panel tower and
six surrounding benches. One panel depicts Rockford
suffragist, Kate F. O’Connor, who worked tirelessly in the
early part of the century for extending voting rights to
women. The second panel features inspirational Rockford
educator and activist Dr. Connie Goode, representing the
many women of color who marched and advocated in the 1960s
for broadening the vote to include, by enforcement of law, all
people of color. The third panel depicts our future — four young
women representing different cultures and ethnicities who now
freely exercise the power of their voice and their vote. The six
mosaic benches surrounding the central tower (to be installed
in Spring 2021) will continue the visual narrative of suffrage,
celebrate Rockford’s unique landmarks, and serve as seating in
this dynamic gathering space.
Susan Burton, Womanspace member and mosaic artist from
Marseilles who has taught here for over a decade, was chosen
to guide this work because of her mastery of the mosaic art form
and her experience with large, community-built art projects in
other cities. Over 100 people in our community — children, adults,
and seniors — have worked on this project, learning about mosaic
and the women’s suffrage movement while cutting tiles, filing
edges, and strategically placing the pieces.
To date, the WSC2020 project has raised almost $80,000 of the
$120,000 needed to complete this project. Donations to this
cause do NOT go toward Womanspace or our annual fund drive,
but the money is managed by Womanspace specifically for this
large civic project. If you want to contribute, you can write a
check to Womanspace AND designate Women’s Centennial
Sculpture on the memo line. Or, to donate online, go to:
Charity.gofundme.com/wsc2020il.
The WSC2020 Steering Committee is represented by AAUW Rockford, Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, League of Women Voters of Greater Rockford, Midway
Village Museum, NAACP, National Council of Negro Women, NSDAR Rockford,
PAIC (Promoting an Inclusive Community)-RVC, Rockford Public Library,
Rockford Area Arts Council, SPoRT Makeup, WNIJ, Womanspace Inc, Women’s
March Rockford, and the YWCA Northwestern Illinois.
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A Stitch Just in Time…

Last March, when the global pandemic was new and many
were in urgent need of masks, Womanspace mobilized over
200 volunteers to help provide them. For the first few weeks we
worked with Boots Upholstery. Then in April, when we received a
$10,000 grant from Rockford Rotary and Rotary District 6420 to
purchase raw materials for the masks, we were able to refine our
process using space in the factory at Mohop Shoes. Some of
our volunteers came to Mohop and worked at die cutting
masks in bulk and sorting them into kits for our volunteers.
The volunteers picked up the kits and dropped off the
completed masks at the socially-distanced Mohop
loading dock. By the end of the project on May 18th,
we had donated a total of 13,355 masks to hospitals,
nursing homes, social service organizations, at-risk
individuals, and others in need. Womanspace
is so proud of the teamwork that allowed us
to accomplish this community service. It is
a magnificent asset to have an organization
uniquely positioned to mobilize women who
will step up selflessly in times of need to benefit
the entire community.

Members and
friends mobilized
to produce over
13,000 masks for
our frontline heroes.

And the Winner of
the Scholarship is…

Womanspace selected Caitlin Corso
to be the 2020 recipient of our $1,000
college scholarship. Caitlin plans to
study Creative Writing/English at Eastern Illinois University.
She attended Belvidere North High School where she had
a 3.87 GPA and was the Cross Country Team Captain.
She volunteered for the BraveHearts Therapeutic Riding
program since 2016. In her application essay, Caitlin
wrote, “Creative freedom touches a person on a deep
level. Being able to reach someone with words is a
fantastic power to have. Being able to see things from
a new perspective and being able to solve a problem
in a nontraditional way makes creative people a
valuable asset in society.” Congratulations, Caitlin!

Your Gift of Self

There are, of course, more ways to contribute to
Womanspace than just financially. You can always share
the gift of your time and talent. As we look toward creating
our future together, the interim board is seeking energetic and
visionary women to help Womanspace adapt to the changing
signs of the times. If you would like to explore becoming more
involved in Womanspace leadership through board membership
or heading up a certain project, we want to talk with you to
see how your skills and talents can help to serve the common
good. If this invitation stirs a chord in you, please Pat Bonavia at
patbonavia@comcast.net or Kristin Kofoed at krisilizie@mac.com
or any of the other board members.
Interim Board of Directors:
Pat Bonavia, Kristin Kofoed, Becki Dennis, Ruth Ora Jackson,
Anne Totenhagen Johnson, Pam Lonsway, Loretta Reif,
Mary Tuite and Connie Wenger
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We are SO Grateful

Womanspace extends very special thanks to all who contributed since our last annual reporting
period. This listing includes all cash gifts that were received September 1, 2019–August 31, 2020 for
the Annual Fund, Memorials, Honor Gifts, Benefits, Special Events and Fundraisers.
Benefactors — $1000+
Lynn & Al Andreini
Anonymous
Anonymous
Norma Lee Barnhart
Trish & Jim Black
Delores & Bob Burkholder
Dick & Kit Conner
Becki Dennis
Kathleen Flanagan
Karen & Phil Grover
Cherie & Dave Heck
Elaine M Hirschenberger
Colleen & Jack Holmbeck
Ruth Ora Jackson
Susan Lee
Michele & Chuck Lind
Pam Lonsway
Judy & Bob Meuleman
Sally Nelson
Alice Pampe
Cornelia (Conny) Picard
Loretta Reif
Jean M Schnack
Shiraz Tata
Carol & Joe Valaitis
James Will
Supporters — $251–$999
Jean Apgar
Lyn Becknell
Pat & Mark Bonavia
Carol & Ron Burmeister
Chris Deger
Mark Deger
Fiona & Graham Fordyce
Catherine Gambino
Laina Gerace
Mary Gorman
Janet Grey
Edna & Tom Groves
Georgann (GG) Johnson
Sally Jones
Nancy & Doug Lacey
Barbara & John McNamara
Polly Olson
Diana Peterson
Peggy & Scott Peterson
Una Gail Ryan
Sue & Paul Stauffer
Lynne & Dale Townsend
Mary & Greg Tuite
Michelle Vella
Connie & Rik Wenger
Karen Zima
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Donors — $100–$250
Marie Abel
Anonymous
Cheryl Balsam
Linda Bergstrom
Louise Bernier
Karen Biasin
Diane Boyd
Evelyn Bronowski
Joyce Clark
Sherri Crawford
Jeanne Douillard & Armand Proulx
Monica Droege
Ellie Etminan
Antonia Finocchio
Maureen Flannery
Barrie Gibby
Anne Godin
Ann Guedet
Tina Hallberg
Susan Haney
Susan Hansen
Mary & Ben Healy
Cindy Hughes
Pat Jeffers
Anne Johnson
Judy Pilot Johnson
Arleta Juliano
Janice July
Amanda Kirchner
Kristin Kofoed
Judith Koren-Shanahan
Pat & Jude Lai
Deb & John Licari
Judith Loudin
Pat McCarthy &
Jeannine Weidner, SSSF
Colleen McDonald
Georgiann McKenna
Allison Meason
Gerda Moehler, SSSF
Matt & Margaret Moran
Karen Murphy
Layne Nelson
Lisa Novak
Joni Nowicki
Carol Oconnell
Marge Orchard
Toni Ann Palermo
Jo Marie & Ray Paul
Melody Pearson
Nancy Perry
Mary Ann & Bob Presman
Patricia Reband
Charles Reif
Marci Rewoldt
Kimberla Lawson Roby
Terese Sanchez & Norm Koppel
Barb & Mike Santucci
Kathleen Scarpaci
Judy Schultz

Faye Schwelitz
Deborah A. Smith
Kay & Mike Strand
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Linda Wellens
Teresa Wilmot
Friends — Up to $99
Connie Ballweg
Julie Boggie
Karen Busser
Nancy Conrads
Fran Cunningham, SSSF
Chris Dunmire
Jean Geller
Marsha Goodheart
Lindsey Gregg
Inge Helminski
Laura & Colin Higgins
Marsha Hosfeld
Joan-Hanna Kaytonah
Monica Krysztopa
Olyva Liddell
Ruth Lochner
Jennifer Lundquist
Faye Marcus
Cyntia Medrano
Adele Milano
Jeanne Moyer
Gloria Perez
Selma & Curt Peterson
Linda & Jim Powers
Wanie Reeverts
Julie Ridings
Teri Spencer
Joanlee Stassi
Michael Will
Experience India Sponsors
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
Karen Biasin
Black & Jones, Attorneys at Law
Cynthia Drollinger
Eckberg & Bates
Ann-Marie Holmes
John and Marta Hurley
India Association
of Greater Rockford
Jim & Pam Keeling
Leadership Communications
Janet Novak
Anita Papich
Peak Medical Homecare
Robert & Jaye Quimby
Becky & Pete Rundquist
Servpro
Polly Smith
Dr. Kris & Patti Tumilowicz
Walmart

Gallery Sponsor
Ameriprise Financial
— David Boccignone
Gardens & Grounds
Sherri Crawford
First Midwest Group — Sunil Puri
Anne Godin
Kenneth Malmberg
Memorials
For Jodi Ann Birch Chila
James & Janis Birch
Teresa Copp
Leslie Felter
Janice Hoke
Matt Shaver
For Gordie Johnson
Jean Apgar
Suzanne Champion
Patricia Cox
Cathleen Ellison
Judith Fisher
Phil & Karen Grover
Elaine Hirschenberger
John Hollar
Sandra Jocson
Anne Johnson
Patricia Lai
Judith Loudin
Edwin Meichtry
Patricia Newell
Susan Sallmen
Sharon Sherer
Exie Shoemaker
Audrey & Richard Stukenberg
Jim Totenhagen
Connie Wenger
Marlene Winke
For Dorothy Bock
Anne Godin
Elaine Hirschenberger
Anne Totenhagen Johnson
Margaret & Matt Moran
For Tracy Bonavia
Twylla Gulley
For Dorothy Reif
Loretta Reif
For Kay Hirschenberger
Elaine Hirschenberger
Margaret & Matt Moran
For Ann Nemitz
Joseph & Mary Jo Ross
Honoring Carol & Joe Valaitis
50th Anniversary
Sally Nelson

Online Auction In-Kind Donors
Lance & Jan Cargill
Jean Apgar
Artale Wine Co.
Baci’s Kitchen
Connie Ballweg
Karen Biasin
Bobbi Rose Photography
Bridget Bodoh
Helen Bond
Womanspace Bookwoman Group
BoxDrop Mattress —
Kim & Ron Morhardt
Janet Buchanan
Delores Burkholder
Buster’s Bar & Grill
Beth Campisi
Sandy Carter
Celestial Sun Tanning Salon
Chelsea Marie Photography
Clodius and Co.
Lisa Coen
Desoto House
Embassy Suites
Linda Ewalt
Aimee Floto
James Foley
Forest City Float
Franchesco’s Ristorante
Joel Freudenberg
Debby Gaines
Karen Gines
Anne Godin
Ronit Golan

Jill Greenig
Tina Hallberg
The Hancocks Imagery
Cherie Heck
Colleen Helgerson
Kathy & Bob Hess
Linda Hess
Elaine Hirschenberger
Cindy Hughes
Ruth Jackson
Daniel Jarret
Barb Kadamian
Leah Keirn
Norm Knott
Kobyco, Inc.
Susan Lee
Sarah Lorenz
Matilda Jane Trunk Keeper —
Chelsea Cole
Stacy McCaskill
Pam McIntyre
Kim McIver
Mayor Thomas McNamara
Kathy Michel
Kathryn Moehling
Namaste Studios
Anya Nelson
Nancy O’Neill
Melissa Paluzzi
Reflextions by Melody —
Melody Pearson
Pepper Creek — Vicki Hubbard
Gloria Perez

n Programs 40%
FYE 8/31/2020

INCOME
$284,080

$112,521

n Donations 39%
$112,340

Mary Beth V. Peterson
Pig Minds Brewing
Kim Plumb
Prairie Street Brewhouse
Potentialocity — Angela Schmidt
Rachel Rainey
Katherine Rasmus
Wanie Reeverts
Loretta Reif
Christyn Rittenhouse
Rockford Ice Hogs
Rockford Rivets
Allyson Rosemore
Dee Santorini
Barb Santucci
Nancy Sauer
Elyce Schlichting
Robin Schlichting
Alicean “Li” Slough
Heather Smith
Starbucks Perryville
Summit Academy
Dr. Shiraz Tata
Dr. Perry Tuneburg
Carol & Joe Valaitis
Michelle Vella
Hannah Warren
Eunoia Jewelry — Ashley Wehrstein
Wilderness Resort
WM DaySpa Salon
Online Auction
Monetary Sponsors
Aqua-Aerobic Systems
Cherry Valley Sign Co.
Club Pilates
Kobyco, Inc.
Meijer
Walmart
Woodmans

Voices Survivors Retreat
Sponsors
Christ United Methodist Church
Nancy Kaney
Keith Kelly
Susan Lee
Colleen McDonald
Alisa Patterson
School Sisters of St. Francis
TK Group Inc.
Michelle Vella
Women in Crisis Fund
Nancy Benson
Karen Busser
Sherri Crawford
Antonia Finocchio
Anne Godin
Deborah Guy
Tina Hallberg
Cherie Heck
Colleen Holmbeck
Marsha Hosfeld
Nicole Hoyle
Ruth Jackson
Bryn Jakeway
Lesley Marx
Cynthia McGrath
Nancy Miller
Karen Murphy
Karen Pierce
Loretta Reif
Cathryn Sanford
Barb Santucci
Kathleen Scarpaci
Cheryl Sheinman
Mollie Singh
Deborah A Smith
Mary Solon-Goers
Kay Strand
Lynne Townsend
Linda Wellens
Nancy Wolff

n Fundraisers 15%
$42,871

n Member Dues 6%
$16,348

Gratitude Footnote

n Personnel 45%
$125,335

n Programs 21%
$56,488

FYE 8/31/2020

EXPENSE
$274,103

n Administrative 14%
$36,839

n Fundraising 7%
$1,114

n Maintenance 6%
$14,594

n Charitable & Misc 4%
$9,952

n Printing 3%
$6,793

We are so grateful for those of you who have
already sent your unsolicited donations as
signs of support, particularly in this Covid-driven
year of 2020! Some have shared all or part of their
government stimulus checks; some are GEMs and Give
Every Month, some arrange for regular monthly or quarterly
donations through their banks. Some regularly donate the
amount they would pay for classes they would regularly attend
except for COVID. Some just surprise us with a large overnight
donation out of the blue. However and whenever you give, you
need to know that WOMANSPACE IS GRATEFUL. Thank you!
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Board of Directors

Pat Bonavia, President
Kristin Kofoed, Secretary
Becki Dennis, Treasurer
Ruth Jackson
Anne Totenhagen Johnson
Pam Lonsway
Loretta Reif
Mary Tuite
Connie Wenger
Elaine Hirschenberger,
ex officio & Executive Director

Staff

Cherie Heck, Art Program Coordinator
Pat Lai, Designer & Admin. Assistant
Christi Russell, Program Coordinator
Hannah Warren, Development & Marketing

Join us for a VIRTUAL experience February 5–March 5, 2021

Womanspace and Jhoole invite you to support our unique collaboration for
women’s empowerment. This event will feature pre-recorded programs related
to Indian culture, ethical fashion and women’s empowerment efforts (locally and
across the globe), an online auction with various items including experiences,
art and handicrafts, and an introduction to the new hand-dyed, block-printed
athleisurewear collection designed by a collaborative group of artists from
Womanspace and Jhoole. This handcrafted, made-to-order collection will
generate income to support women’s empowerment both here and abroad
through the power of social enterprise. This is a great opportunity to travel, have
fun and empower others without leaving the comfort and warmth of your home!
Jhoole is an ethical, nonprofit fashion social enterprise based in Maheshwar,
Madhya Pradesh, India that employs women to help them gain economic
independence, invest in education and break the cycle of poverty in their community.

